
Held within a community foundation, a youth council 
is typically made up of students from area high schools 
who are engaged in philanthropic service by supporting 
the work of the foundation through grantmaking and 
volunteerism. Youth council members assess community 
needs and have the opportunity to develop their leadership 
skills, becoming contributors to the success of their 
community through the giving of time, talent, and treasure.

This report is based on feedback from IPA’s 2020 survey to Indiana 
community foundation youth councils. Out of the 25 total youth 
councils, 22 foundations representing 23 counties participated in the 
survey. This includes 20 traditional youth councils and 2 school-based 
programs. Not all respondents answered every question in the survey. 

The survey found, as of July 2020, over 400 Hoosiers ages 14 to 
18 took part in philanthropic activities led by Indiana community 
foundation youth councils.

About this report...What is a youth council?

Youth Philanthropy in Indiana
2019-2020 report on community foundation youth councils

ENDOWED 
FUNDS

Community foundations use these 
endowments to support ongoing 

youth council work

HIGHLIGHTS

• Inspiration Ministries distributed mattresses for a homeless shelter
• Southern Indiana Community Healthcare hosted Dining with Diabetes for elderly individuals 
• Shares, Inc. hosted cooking classes for disabled clients
• Common Grace stocked a freezer in their local food pantry
• Turning Point Life Center supplied “little blessings bags” with weekend food for children
• Orange County Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) hosted holiday movie night for 

children who have experienced abuse
• Lions United hosted unified prom to promote inclusion of special needs students and adults
• Prevail released body-based intervention programming and new teen dating curriculum
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• Organized a community interactive mural in the Town of Versailles
• Hosted a game night with Beyond Homeless for children in the shelter
• Collected and organized supplies for DeKalb Humane Shelter
• Hosted Christmas party for low-income preschoolers with Head Start
• Set up coat closet and collected donations for Catholic Charities 
• Taught Steuben County fifth graders about time, talent, and treasure, then 

each classroom made a grant to a local nonprofit
• Coordinated with Department of Child Services to shop 

for Christmas gifts for children in shelters
• Participated in the Salvation Army holiday bell ringing 

fundraising project

• Distributed emergency grant funds to local nonprofits to support basic services
• Distributed emergency grant funds to local clinic for PPE, COVID-19 testing, and supplies
• Sewed masks for anyone in need
• Created activity kits for patients at long-term care facilities
• Wrote encouraging chalk messages on sidewalks of heath care facilities
• Cleaned up trash around the community
• Organized food drive to support local food pantry

$8,504
IN GRANTS DISTRIBUTED



1. Performing service projects
2. Grantmaking process
3. Team-building exercises
4. Attending meetings
5. Fundraising

1. Staff time
2. Member engagement
3. Member recruitment
4. Record keeping
5. Lack of financing

DeKalb County Community Foundation: The VOICE youth group funded 
programming or supported initiatives in 18 communities within the DeKalb County. 
Areas funded included human services, education, arts, youth development, and 
community development. As these youth philanthropists learned more about 
organizations within their community, they were motivated to invest their time and 
talent to help. Members took their knowledge back to school to share what they had 
learned and about opportunities to serve or volunteer.

Ripley County Community Foundation: Ripley Youth Outreach (RYO) was awarded a 
grant from Indiana Housing & Community Development Authority (IHCDA) to make a 
difference in their community, which included an opportunity to partner with a town 
council, a main street organization, and community leaders. The collaboration resulted 
in a community interactive mural that has taken shape in a rural town that is struggling 
to find ways to engage youth in a safe and healthy manner. RYO also started the Change 
Ripley County grant to give local youth a platform to be heard, confidence to take action 
in their communities, and resources to enact that change. As a result of this grant, a 
local high school student who also interns at a nonprofit is helping open an ice cream 
shop. The shop will be staffed by the special need individuals the nonprofit serves. RYO 
continues to work with the nonprofit and follow the progress of its opening.

RAISED BY 8 YOUTH COUNCILS

Orange County Community Foundation: 
A favorite project of Orange County’s youth 
council is the “birthday box” project. 
Members provide supplies to create themed 
boxes that are given to local food pantries. 
The pantry gives these boxes to families in 
need to provide a special birthday party for 
their child. The youth council involves the 
county’s fourth grade classes in the project 
as part of a philanthropy education series.

Steuben County Community Foundation: The FIST youth pod expanded their 
outreach to younger students, visiting every fifth-grade classroom in the county 
to teach students about what it means to give their time and talent to help the 
community. FIST set aside funds so each class could put their learning to work, 
awarding a grant to a local nonprofit agency of their choice. FIST members became 
“experts” on the nonprofits that provide a variety of services in their own community 
in order to educate the younger students.



“I will continue to raise awareness on issues I 
feel are important, not only in my community, 

but in the country.”

“[Teens About Serving the County] has taught me many things over 
the years. Working as a team, communication skills, how formal 

meetings should be ran, and how to think thoroughly before making 
a decision are just a few examples. Meeting new people and having 
the experience of working together as a committee have helped me 

be involved in my community.”

“Putting together the birthday boxes meant a lot to 
me because a birthday party was something I always 

looked forward to as a kid. It breaks my heart that 
there are some kids who don’t get the same joy that 
I do, so these boxes help them! The birthday boxes 
contain everything someone would need to throw 

a party with their family. It is making a positive 
difference in our community, even if it’s small.”

FROM YOUTH PHILANTHROPISTS

Phil's Gift Box is an imaginative game that sparks 
discussions about giving and serving, while 
teaching basic concepts about philanthropy.

Order Today: http://phil.ypin.org/

Want to raise the spirit of generosity 
for the youth in your life? 


